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BOOK EEYIEWS 



Word-Book of Virginia Folk-Speech. By Dr. B. W. Green. Richmond, 
Virginia. Published by William Ellis Jones. 1899. 
The editor has not had the time to give this work the attention 
■which it deserves. Dr. Green is to be congratulated as being the first 
serious pioneer in a region of study which holds out great results. 
The subject makes the strongest appeal to scholarly tastes, and Dr. 
Green will deservedly rank high with the future scholars of Virginia 
as being the first to give the real impetus to the study. I take it that 
the Doctor in representing the "Folk-Speech" of Virginia proposes to 
represent it as it was spoken in the past, rather than as it is spoken 
now. The pronunciation of Virginia names given by Dr. Green must 
refer, of course, to the period antecedent to the Revolution, for only 
then can it be said that the names were generally called as he gives 
-them. Perhaps some of the words given by him were either local or 
the jargon of illiterate negroes, and obtained no real admission into 
the language of the people. On the other hand, many words that sound 
■clownish enough to us at this time were excellent English a hundred 
years ago; and are properly included in Dr. Green's catalogue. But all 
this shows the great possibilities of the study, and diminishes to no 
real extent the obligations we are under to Dr. Green for his toilsome 
and patriotic work. 

.Some Notable Families of America. By Anna Robinson Watson. 
New York. 1898. 
Under this title the author summarizes the ancestry of her immediate 
family. The grouping together of ancestral lines, ending in one family 
of children and printed for present use, is itself a commendable plan. 
Mrs. Watson has for many years been a successful writer of magazine 
articles, an ardent student of Folk-love, belonging to the Folk-Love 
Club, and was at one time president of the Nineteenth Century Club 
of Memphis, Tennessee. The families which pass under notice are 
nearly all of Virginia origin, and bear the well-known names of Taylor, 
Allerton, Willoughby, Brewster, Thompson, Madison, Lee, Strother, 
Warner, Reade, Lewis, Meriwether, Walker, Maury, Thornton and 
Hornsby. The book is printed on beautiful paper, and tastefully illus- 
trated by Miss Bessie C. Grinnan, daughter of Dr. Andrew G. Grinnan, 
of Madison county, Virginia. 

Washington and the Theatre. By Paul Leicester Ford. New York. 
The Dunlap Society. 
Mr. Ford is one of the few writers that has excelled both as a novelist 
and historian. The two characters seem to require different elements of 



